ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Annual Subscription: $3.00 17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA Printed in the U. S. A. 
297 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10 
Tel.: GRamercy 5-3475 — Cable Address: “Worcil” 


under the auspices of . a NA: 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES (in process of formation) 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL : \\ eg 
the WORLD ALLIANCE for INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP THROUGH THE CHURCHES © 
the WORLD ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


No. 4 Fourteenth Year January 31, 1947 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


For a number of years the week of January 18 to 25, has been observed by 
Christians all over the world as a week of prayer for the unity of Christendom. It 
is observed by the Protestant Churches, the Anglican Church, the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches, the Roman Catholic Church, Here are the first reports which have come in 
on some manifestations of the desire to overcome the divisions existing among 
Christians. 


Great Britain -— The Bishop of St. Albans (Anglican) presided at a well-attended 
meeting held on January 20, 1947 in the hall of the Royal Empire Society in London. 
They were there, he said, with a very clearly-defined purpose: to encourage one 
another and to have the guidance of the Holy Spirit in praying for that unity of the 
Church for which our Lord prayed on the night of His Passion. In order that His 
Self-giving and His prayer might be fulfilled, His Church must be one. 


A Congregational minister said that the man in the street, when he thought 
about it at all, was puzzled by the divisions of the Church. The Christian Church 
was, and always had been, one. Christian unity was not something which they had to 
create, Their task was to enter into a unity which already existed, and to express 


it. 


A Roman Catholic lay-representative said that a theological statement was not 
the same as the truth which it described, He thought that they approached the 
guestion of Christian unity far too much in the light of theological differences. 
They must be united in love and in prayer, without in the least relaxing their 
labours in persuasion and argument. The Incarnation did not happen in order that 
there might be high jinks at the Vatican or in Lambeth Palace, but only that men 
might advance a little further in the love of God. Of course controversies must go 
on, but let there be also prayer, penitence and meditation among Christians, and let 
them make themselves super-sensitive to the least reflection of Christ in others. 
He did not regard the Church as being on the defensive. There was no need to be 
apologetic for what they had, though they must be penitent for what they were. 


A monk representing the Russian Orthodox Church also spoke, and said that he 
approached unity not from the theological or ecclesiastical diplomat's standpoint, 
but from one of personal sanctification. "When our Lord is present, difficulties 
vanish and we realise the trust, confidence and intimacy which accompany His 


OMA th ak 3k ay : af" FOR Se te, 
Of AMY WAY MUST ES MTRION es ere 


MERE * wastes, che Abed Gorka Un in die i wo eee 
ry ‘ ’ 
ae ge! ; ne yl ho a) my aa io in Pya cm rege Ce, Py Fisk: fi ee ES atte At 
: - 4 7 ie iain , ee Pere ian ketnns 
bg . jy OR ae ee vs Ae} obeete 
Cink te séreng ni t BATT MEE? hy ss x Ty ) @, (Gove al ; ee ee 7 J 
‘ ae AIOE PHAM GOIEE TR TR EIR Dany etl : : Silat af 
oes CR WIE oie (seer) pie kieeRrry ASMA FADES i MOC ADE -qygeae he | 
| SA eed Va TP Si eee Rae hb Cerny be al 5 Seal 
ig oe VORP Aion et ea Lay el pelea Aipieyy Scr Tsp 9, Seat Sa 
AO nah Saree Tees oe ok ars ay > Act Pent coe ee 
ADEE GORE, SRS CAMS ELAR at, ’ 


wit ftesdn hang eeirign twine drouarorts i : Afesote of berate: ‘posfaor | DPE ol i parse. gst decigoturyd ely. 
Mien ewes Gt st Doxtogzs anakaiap wo) - aleletwuen Mod od sb dealer i] Matey Winey peabrhilS a 


* 
. 


5 . - . : 
; . ‘ ne yet ee Ay ae a 
“Tres Sets See Pears sone eo my yt Remy Rare alae eg et aie Bes deirt: bo berry th hy + Brat PRG > * - 

4 Nie ne Dig ie ai aaah a. Salpyaily nul niet Rios eae sSnian ae Se ANN We ee ee ah ao € e 

™ . a ¢ f 
‘ j . 4 ns , < ? het! _ 
, i} mt 
é dines tiet | oi Sai ee a 


. Se eee . Ne ae 
‘ - yet ial oe ass eck ry secant 7 (e 'tenwBes 
oaeaeeh 5 peienriaits. read ver 8S ot RE sel to “dork ont etgoy ¥" _— a3 
. = BE atwibare ds fei qo Wtliw say tok «sya eo deae Bo bPecw odd neve Tia 
2 . mobotin’ freresh oft (dered nestingh alt pear temdnstord ade eet te 
> ME Sind -Aved dati etroqe: tevit adt eds ate’ déawdd oh laddeD ABE OT 
; “gaccis Rit detes: anotabyth aiid sitnérero 02 spthob 8m a ; 


»* oo to a 


tes Seto W & ie bobioong (ebeitank) eal ER ;22 gretede Sato. bo 
eee e ‘aE Yle2o08 eee Levon sit to thea stat Val oe yaa A 
) et Ghermens ‘od 235 stots. ie 20 bstitiohaghise a ywiet 2 ae bane: ai ‘herr =m ts 
ae th wttaw teat x a aslo sk disiq? yok car 6 oanabtins ody oved of ‘bine 

pean dens taboo al .anteant aia -te dit\in sit ao Sere Bent ges folie’ 
7 vane oo tacit dosuill elf mel IPLE int oc Sip he Aoye sg aL ban aabeeh 


= calcd ae wait dasa pitt ai ar aris Cet ‘pkey. qsdeinta Caio} “ag nO A 
> @vsnd? aetiet ait? who) ott to enatetvth ody ange > at tit Je 

tae buset pat Hobitw seit pi torts Tosh aay Atte cette PS peed. See pr 
* ont of Dae feiek be ‘ths sis an ¥ Pw vain @ off wt’ ae a Wass 


fi 


: 3 - ; aaa ce 
a ae Reni tees fsoin foods @ thrlt Bige svbdidiaty ERS en mh: oe 
owt beifosc a x one baad Jigoatd sil .bodinoest $b dota idee? aot ne Re 

BOlao te TIA fayimot: wie to Segkt oct wt ‘dome OOd By yhhews wena tee or 
Sterit antistet deesd ody wf deidyibw Pets kh baa evod int: Seckae os 
WF <ohens “ne Raayed cit HbR HodIqaisoint oe? Tommie: Gris. api 
Adis dort Yfor ged .cosiat ddsdaal cf 10 sabkde edt de ak, Maki oct i 
Oa suits Ste tavosdaCS ouths TO SboN Go oval ont AP HOMIE nC FIL eB 


2 gOT hte enetaeted sana Hof fadMoerr brn suse: drag Me Fh ee De od pee arty. 
enaoNgG prt dsiedd to mokdoetien dda edd of ay Mitanin ah yo aiagh 

be od of Deer oo esw onedt, yevlenifeb- eit 0G kaged 28 Howe) 

i | 


I¢ 


= «ote Yort Seria «ot drectheeg od Pantie fs did spent as yy $25) ep a 
* ef aot Sieg bie catoqe oath toll es @} sia heeaelt ‘eit 
tog bNe te we OR obath feotae aake nS, beers | rity. ipl Ror ee 
wes wee sc ed oy et fxn Ve “err ‘ear 
ce eee rhs a sigiete Movespigid bid | 


No. 4 — January 31, 1947 —2— 


presence. Every obstacle between man and our Lord is an obstacle which prevents 
unity in His Church", 


In Switzerland, Abbe Etienne Dumont (Roman Catholic) spoke on the wireless 
about Christian unity. After describing the attitude of the Roman Church to this 
question, he emphasised the following point: "In order to place ourselves in the 
right frame of mind, prayer is indispensable, that prayer which will again uplift 
the Christian world from January 18 to 25, that prayer which empties us from our 
self-sufficiency, unites us in the same desire and shows ourselves and others in a 
very different light. As had been well expressed, 'the unity for which we pray is 
the unity which Christ desired for His Church, as He conceived it, and this unity 
does not necessarily correspond to our own private conception of it'. Mgr. 
Charriere, Bishop of Geneva, Lausanne and Fribourg, for his part, in his letter 
written on the occasion of the meeting of the World Council of Churches in February 
1946 in Geneva (see I.C.P.1I.S. No. 12, 1946), maintained: 'It would be a betrayal 
to abandon one iota of the truth that we have received. But, on the other hand, 
neither can union be effected by the victory of one partyover others as is the case 
in temporal affairs.' Let us meditate upon this: -— that the re-grouping of 
Christians will be the work of a great love." 


The Continuation Committee of the World Conference on Faith and Order, which 
will be integrated into the structure of the World Council of Churches in 1948, 
issued a message through its Secretary, Canon Leonard Hodgson: 


"As we join with our fellow-Christians who all over the world pray for the 
unity of Christ's Church, let us in particular ask for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in the work of our Commissions and in our plans for the future. It will 
continue to be our part to help the divided Churches frankly to confer together on 
those questions of faith and order which hinder us from full union and communion, 
to see that this task and this goal are kept before the minds of the Churches 
associated in the World Council. May God keep us faithful tc this calling and guide 
us aright as we pursue it.!! E.P.S.Geneva 


World Council of Churches! Delegation to the Greek- 
Speaking Orthodox Churches 


In accordance with its policy of seeking to enter into relation with all 
branches of the Orthodox Church,. both Slav and Greek, the World Council cf Churches 
is now sending a delegation to visit the heads of the Greek-—speaking Orthodox 
Churches. The delegation will discuss with them the forthcoming first Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches in 1948 and invite their full co-operation in it and 
in the preparation for it. 

The delegation will consist of the Bishop of Worcester (Anglican — Great 
Britain), Bishop Frilioth (Lutheran - Sweden), Professor Hardy (Protestant Episcopal =- 
United States), and Rev. Oliver Tomkins (Anglican ~- Great Britain). It will visit 
the patriarchates of Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem and the 
Churches of Greece and Cyprus. BE. P.S. Geneva 


The Reconstruction Department at Work 


The Business Committee of the Department of Reconstruction and Inter-Church 
Aid held a meeting from January 21 to 23, 1947 in Geneva. 


Finances -— The report of the treasurer, Mr. F. M. Sauter, for the twelve 
months of 1946, revealed a total income handled by him of six and a half million 
Swiss francs for relief, with a million and a half more for material aid. These 


‘Sitersg Holtw sf advedo ne 4t brat Sige ase sso aster steninde ve a i 


ele irw BAS HO solttre, es ay resto | Secnerd ennatie eon peers |: 
SHI SP Aor do sent ‘ead T1338 ans Steet ou ob yodth ihe at 
gts ai sevierwo ecefq of yebso xi" . fake amivoifot odd bee tessigme on. i 
Stile Abaus EC dousiy eto sets” ef dparteqathict t at soya “beetar ts. eet 
ReO st RY astsine Aste ‘nage aad | 22h ‘OF Si-xerval. amc? blaow es es 
Bet wreide hss aovloxuo ewe try 34 cieob! Sie nes ri a eodiett peers cone 
oe ow notdw wt gélin: oft! babes Dew aeod hed BA tight i doers PEER: 
iy Midas eins Oo of heviecaas hes ae ieetd ei ~k fSorwesh saad dol ste yitaw 

: il he BO: ah ek agen farce mio" of hroqesrtes. yi Saesesen Fons 
gedyel siti alae. eel “ot eis cites = attipeget: leaned * qédstd .et6. Py 
Spmurss si rent so igo Bhat sete: 7 yartdson sit to 4eteseos sift ac ye 
Legerted 2 of bf Pagr.se rer L SLs iT GOT eae} weare ne 


fe a7 P 
mow JL? 2 hry 


: = bila ssi SO erie 0) ‘yet aPawione: ved we Jad adoer ole to AdSS end aimed 


eG Grd ti os rusilto tavo sag sim ts wiodoly wdd yd hotaatte fal eles us sith 
a. - Srigotg<s<. Sy sent =. aa erect atndibon ets 36.7 t evtetis * Poe came + 


cee | . : Sowor deo73 & To oirew, afd od LLiw aasased 


mY Sor rato bicew avis “Yo Bete bans ack Uhacintdnnd oft! 


ng ens 
| 20 Live® Siro edt ts sortomede enld ndt hedewstal » 
fee - : sreghel Eayagel pong CLIBSEIISS acd. aguarnt- syeeeem BS 


ae ‘eh yang F Risew edd tove £08 adw cieeldetadD-willet to rie aint a aw 7 
ee AON es “bo sonakdury sty act Hen” «BIOL Meg : wt ee del stisaudd a tbe ted rs 
he 2m SL yates? odd wT ons Sq 06 nf bars “geese Ww In wiow es gol deh 

pains? theres of tie ot sede? babieth eft glsd oF deem coe: st o¢ onst jee: 
Lavine Pius eda Ligt ors or Setiste isitw taboo bas dofat Yn sein ba eour 

a .- wOdett aie t- oii oat ov "ted Gye ste Day edad bane Meat sist tad$ = Bice 

Soe prbifas eit Og Lotte —— } geet bade .f seal 0 Sito ott at Goede oe 

ae uit oa <7i Sires ay os Ide 


tees . {eed BMS 8S 16 el chery aatetl. * a, 2 digeucy Basal 
gna | aS) ee itis. 
7 a ’ 


Pag 


ies 


ee ft 6 eg faba otek sedate ox: aakiowe 4 a glen ad? ditty  aonmianane. rat ; a, 
“seirnrt Sle ca bad Nye hes “vale AO fo1gd> xobosie ed¢ Ys codek 


; on senor hart gcd. Neate deane edit Io whest et theky “ot codteneteb « geinoa we 

=e, 20 Yitnon Jew t giiicivodiwet eft sad idéw ugccckh (liv notdage feb: ad? . Becton 

| Beet FF at nottereqo-cs hia iidne otivet bas BACl ak esonun® te Dhoni’ mies, 
: of YA a 


Beant > aadtiond) qateoorow Ys giiet® edd 26 toleuoo ILkw gob ‘aslab. « 
. ing danigotes9 ) ybual soeseiory {(nepew? « peyedtyt) ltd Least qomere . 
Sidw of Sl atedict JeoeB ~ an: sttenk) ‘arkbowS ytd Voie “Bre brs .(eedad 
ee ait “4 ne ik ariel, bos s.tebrinse DA  Borzdaad (sft timedens® bo ed 
i Bvens0 .2:4. wenn. bas Sn8 


ri ot 


Soroi—tedal Sab doktoustarcooh te Heyes tea att to: iota nee 
; * eS cet Tyke ys ‘Oe ER Yen, sci i 


Beton oxo ae greden® Me, ott aera ont te. ial 
ort: bx Eng & bons: ne ic : tit ud bo Eset peta ; 
Teast ~~ Rie tp ‘it — % Peed: . 


A a 
aa 


No, 4 — January 31, 1947 -3- 


funds were distributed to 16 European countries. The Material Aid Division had a 
full year distributing goods for an amount of €1,250,0CQ, to which should be added 
material distributed directly through the Church World Service (United States) 
evaluated at $4,000,000 more. 


Pulp - Pulp produces. paper, of which there is an extreme shortage throughout 
devastated Europe. The Department of Reconstruction is making diligent search for 
either stocks of pulp or supplies of paper. Pulp is more desirable for it not cnly 
brings possibilities for employment in devastated countries, but it also, for the 
same values, provides 204 to 50% more paper, dependent upon the character of the 
pulp and the quality of the paper. 


Germany pleads for 2,000 tons,and ‘proportionate requests from other countries 
amounted to almost as much more. After all, how can the Churches restore their 
normal processes of activity without paper? As the Churches and schools and 
Christian homes resume their normal activities these supplies must be furnished. 
The financial "pool" from which one has drawn to purchase pulp or paper wherever it 
can be found is now exhausted. The creation of another pool of at least half a 
million dollars is a matter of extreme urgency. 


Institutions - Institutions are defined by the Department as the abodes for 
orphans, the aged and infirm, as well as hostels for students and hospitals for the 
sick, The rehabilitation of institutions is one of the undertakings to which the 
restoration forces will need to devote themselves for a number of years. Requests 
from eleven countries were before the Business Committee calling for more than a 
million dollars. The Department has made a new staff assignment to give attention 
to these requests. 


Such requests, though large, brought genuine encouragement, because in the 
restoration of these "homes" the Churches are seeking a way to bring to bear all 
their own resources, personal, spiritual and material, to the care of the needy and 
the instruction of the youth as they have formerly done. 


Spiritual Aid - The Department has always emphasised spiritual aid as its 
primary purpose. The Department is planning for a Conference on Evangelism in 
Geneva, February 11-19, 1947. The restoration of the evangelistic activities of the 
Churches in these broken lands is an essential responsibility of this Department. 

The Reconstruction Department renders its best help when it enables the Churches to 
resume their normal activities. To this conference have been invited representatives 
of the countries in Europe, some 15 of which have indicated that they will send 
representatives. Expenses for this conference have been provided by a single gift 
from America. E.P.S. Geneva 


Jewish Attitude to Evangelism 


The editors of the "News Sheet" supplied by the International Committee on the 
Christian Approach to the Jews, appearing in New York, asked a number of rabbis the 
following questions: Must the Church forego its prerogative to evangelism in order 
to have and to maintain good relations with Jewish fellow citizens? Will evangelism 
if practiced, even on the highest ethical plane, cause a definite cleavage between 
Christians and Jews? 


Here are some of the answers received and published in the "News Sheet" 


(No. 3, 1946): 


"Since Christianity is a missionary religion you have not only a right but 
also a duty to include the Jews in your evangelistic programme. The only test of 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 
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the ethicalness of this type”of endeavour is sincerity. —- As a Jew I can only admire 
your missionary zeal which is a direct inheritance from the Pharisees whose moral 
teachings I try to perpetuate. I regret that historic reasons have prompted my 
people to give up our missionary efforts..." 


"It seems to me no one would have a right to ask one to foreswear what is an 
essential principle..." 


"In a democratic society every group has a right to try to persuade people that 
its philosophy or its programme is desirable. There is one special reason why such 
missionary work always causes frictions: It is because there are so many millions 
of professing Christians who do not practice Christianity. Of course, every one 
has a right to change his or her faith. Every one has a right to share one's 
religious convictions with others, and, therefore, it is only fair to assume that 
if Christians heighten their missionary activities among Jews, the Jews will then 
organise a programme to convert Christians to Judaism..." 


These answers, says the "News Sheet", "merit most careful and prayerful 
consideration as well as the honest appraisal of all methods employed in our efforts 
to present the claims of Jesus Christ to our Jewish neighbors. It is significant 
that all the rabbis who have so far replied, accept the definition of religious 
freedom as given by the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, namely: 
The right to worship in accordance with one's faith and conviction. The right to 
share one's faith with others. The right to change one!s faith,". E.P.S,.Geneva 


GERMANY Ecumenism in Berlin 


The French pastor, Georges Casalis, Protestant chaplain in Berlin has published 
an,article entitled "Ecumenism in Berlin" in the French Protestant periodical 
"Reforme" (January 25, 1947), from which we quote the following extracts. 


".,.,Curiously enough, it is the Germans who offer a meeting place to all the 
peoples of the world - those who have been defeated, occupied, and crushed, act in 
the Church as hosts on the same footing as the visitors in uniform. The meeting 
places are often withou "amusements" or heating and indifferent passers-by sometimes 
hear fragments of the preaching. Ought we to regret this so much? Should we not 
rather rejoice that amidst the general destitution the Church is called to prove the 
sole power of the Word of God? 


"Certain big demonstrations, however, were extremely striking: we are thinking 
particularly of an ecumenical service for young people at which, within the walls of 
the Marienkirche a few steps from the ruins of the imperial palace, a German pastor 
explained to 2,000 Berliners the parable of the pitiless servant, while an English- 
man, an American and a Frenchman explained its implications for individual, national 
and international life. We are thinking of the induction by the French Protestant 
chaplain of the Moderator of the Synod of the Reformed French Church of Berlin and 
Brandenburg -— the descendent of the Huguenots who took refuge there in the 17th 
eentury. In the ruins of his church the old man, who had spent many years of hard- 
ship in Nazi prisons, pronounced the oath of allegiance to the 'Confession of Faith 
of 1559' and to the 'church order!. We are thinking also, and most of all, about the 
visit of Professors Karl Barth and Eduard Thurneysen, which touched the Church in 
Berlin more than any other everb since the "Zusammenbruch". But in our opinion what 
4s more important, because it is more real, is the ecumenical life of which the news- 
papers do not speak, which leads Christians of different Churches and nations to 
meet together in the truth, and sometimes in a decisive way. 


"Thus in the French General Cuarter at Frohnau, on Holy Thursday, a communion 
service was held in two languages, attended by the German Evangelical congregation 
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and the French Protestant congregation. The Americans and Knglish, especially the 
Quakers, arrange regular meetings, accompanied by generous hospitality, for young 
people of all kinds, at which they are encouraged to discuss the great problems of 
our time in the light of the Gospel. There is »ne small but very vigorous 
ecumenical group which meets twice a month and includes Christians of widely 
different background, from the Salvation Army to the Roman Catholic Church, in order 
to seek together the message of the Church to the world. It is in this way that 
ecumenical efforts in Berlin should direct their efforts, for there could not be any 
real contact between the Churches there without a real senseof confidence and a 
aes Christian life between the members of the separated parts of the Body of 
hrist, 


"In all this there is a black spot which it would be useless to ignore, which 
considerably distorts ecumenical life in Berlin: the practical impossibility of 
reaching the qualified representatives of the Russia Orthodox Church today.... As 
far as we know there are no chaplains nor Church members with whom ecumenical 
conversations could be carried on. Here in Berlin we are certainly at the heart of 
the drama of modern Christendom and, as a conseouence, also at the heart of the 
drama of the world today, for it is clear that a large part of the mutual fear and 
distrust which separate the U.S.S.R. from other nations would be overcome, if ‘it 
were possible to make the acquaintance of Russian Christians and to discuss things 
freely with them, as Christians with different origins seeking the same Truth. 


There is no question of resigning oneself to the present silence and mistrust 
as if these were inevitable. We know that the one, holy, apostolic and universal 


Church will not be accomplished without the Russian Church..." K.P.S.Geneva 
NORTH AMERICA Group lvangelism Urged in Missions 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America received at the opening of 
its annual meeting in Buck Hill Falls, Pa., January 14, 1947, a report recommending 
development of a programme of "group evangelism", designed to speed the work of 
Christian missions abroad and make evangelism more "relevant, vital and fruitful". 
The conference represented 123 mission boards and societies in the United States and 
Canada. The report presented to the 250 delegates by Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette, 
of Yale Divinity School, emphasised the extreme need for more effective work in the 
field. 


In almost all countries where mission work is conducted, Dr. Latourette said, 
"although the rate of growth of the Christian community is higher than the rate of 
growth of the General population, the immensely greater numbers in the general 
population mean that there are more non Christiens today than there were half a 
century ago." 


Mission leaders conceded that development of the proposed programme would 
result in a definite break with the traditional "one-by-one" conversion method 
prevalent in most Protestant mission work, 


The conference recommended that a special message should be prepared dealing 
with the reaffirmation of the purpose and spirit of the missionary enterprise and 
the character and urgency of the present situation, and that it be sent with 
appropriate letters to mission boards, Church assemblies and conventions, the 
International Missionary Council, the religious press, etc. 


In the reports for Africa, India, the Near East, the Far East and South East 
Asia one observes certain common trends including the passing of imperialism and 
colonialsim on the one hand and the development of self-government and independence 
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on the other. This means opportunities for cooperation with governments on the part 
of missions and at the same time a challenge to make a unioue contribution in the 
form of the moral and spiritual elements required to undergird these processes. 


In the case of Eurnpe one recognises the continuing and urgent physical and 
spiritual needs of the Continent and urge maximum cooperation with the Churches in 
funds, material aid and personnel, and to the missionary societies in continued 
support of orphaned missions and spesial ageLeyedee to German missions in finding 
pleces of service for their missionaries, 


"We would emphasise", says the report, "the need of greatly increased support, 
missionary personnel and national leadership for expanded and improved programmes 
of work everywhere, Nothing less than a forward movement on a large scale and 
covering a period of at least five years will be at all adequate to the situation... 
We desire to emphasise that wherever Younger Churches already exist we share with 
them responsibility for the evangelisation of their areas and contiguous regions. 
In all our plans for a forward movement we desire to work with and to supplement the 


witness of national Christians in every way possible." K.P.S.Geneva 
ROUMANTA Synod of the Orthodox Church 


From December 9th to llth, 1946, a Conference of the Orthodox Synod was held 
in Bucarest, presided over by Patriarch Nicodim. After the service in the Patriarchal 
Church, the members of the Synod met for consultation in the palace of the Patriarch, 
During the course of an explanation at the opening session, the Minister of Cults 
said: 


"As the Church has an eternal character, it must be protected from contemporary 
expressions of political changes, which change according to the period or according 
to the different historical moments. Concerning the problem of the legal relation- 
ship between State and Church, the Government wishes to preserve the complete 
autonomy of the Church." 


Among other things discussed by the Synod was the question of religious 
instruction in general, and it was decided to make representations to the Minister of 
Education, urging him to increase the time devoted to religious teaching in schools. 
Particular attention was paid to the Orthodox writings, and it was decided to print 
writings of a liturgical and explanatory religious nature, Modern books on 
religious instruction were introduced. R.P.S.Geneva 


NORWAY Missionary Institute 


The Egede Institute, a missionary Institute named after one of the first great 
missionaries of Norway, Hans Egede, was consecrated on January 19, 1947 in Oslo by 
Bishop Johannes Smemo. The founder and leader of the Institute is Docent Myklebust, 
and 300,000 Norwegian crowns have been collected for it. Its work is to promote 
knowledge concerning missions through giving an opportunity of scientific study on 
missionary matters and publishing research documents, but the primary task of the 
mission is to act as the channel for propagating love, as Bishop Smemo stated in his 
consecration speech. As the Institute hes the support of all Churches and missionary 
societies in Norway, it is a real expression of an ecumenical spirit. 

BH. P.S.Geneva 
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